
Promoting dialogue and 
reflection in blended 

learning
With Farida Danmeri, CEO and founder of 

Learning Connected



Each section of this course will direct you to some resources to read 
or watch, then suggest an activity to help you develop or apply your 
learning. Activities may include:

Completing this course

Record:
Make a quick 

note of what’s 
on your mind.

Reflect:
Take a moment 
to consider the 

content and 
form your own 

ideas.

Discuss:
Share your 
thoughts or 
ideas with a 
colleague.

Create: 
Make 

something - or 
think of 

something 
you’ve already 

made!

Share: 
Join the 

discussion with 
other BlendEd 

users.



Introduction
Farida Danmeri is CEO and found of 
Learning Connected,  a platform where 
educators around the world can connect, 
share experience, and enrich their 
approaches to teaching.

The content of this course is drawn from Farida’s 
collaborations with an international community of 
educators as well as her own experiences teaching 
secondary science.

https://www.learning-connected.org/


1.  Blogs
This section explores the use of student blogs as a way to share 
ideas and develop pupils’ confidence and understanding in an 
area of their learning.

● Watch this video in which Farida explains how blogs can support 
students in their conceptualisation of key ideas, and explains some 
of the particular benefits for secondary pupils.

● Read pages 27-41 of this report, which describe the successful use 
of blogs in a primary school context. The recommendations at the 
end of the report may also be useful.

● Discuss with a colleague: what would be/are the key considerations 
involved in creating class blogs in your school?

https://youtube.com/embed/3BtgKPj0Zec?start=10
https://www.educationdevelopmenttrust.com/our-research-and-insights/research/educational-blogs-and-their-effects-on-pupils-writ
https://youtube.com/embed/3BtgKPj0Zec?start=10
https://www.educationdevelopmenttrust.com/our-research-and-insights/research/educational-blogs-and-their-effects-on-pupils-writ


2. PechaKucha
PechaKucha is an approach to creating presentations. It was 
designed for use in a professional context, but Farida has 
found to be a great tool to help pupils share their ideas.

● Watch this video in which Farida outlines how you can get started 
using PechaKucha in your teaching practice.

● Watch this example presentation from the PechaKucha website, 
which explains how to design one.

● Record any relevant digital tools, such as filmmaking apps or 
presentation software, available to your pupils in school or at home. 
How might they be used to create a PechaKucha presentation? 

https://youtube.com/embed/W-l0eWVZLJM?start=18
https://www.pechakucha.com/presentations/how-to-design-a-pechakucha-presentation
https://youtube.com/embed/W-l0eWVZLJM?start=18
https://www.pechakucha.com/presentations/how-to-design-a-pechakucha-presentation


3.  Contrasting contexts
This section explores what it means to use contrasting 
contexts in teaching and learning activities, and why it can 
promote depth of understanding among pupils.

● Watch this video in which Farida shares her experiences using 
contrasting contexts to consolidate and enrich learning.

● Read this article by Michael Seery, which describes a useful 
structure for including context based learning (CBL) in lesson 
planning. Though the example involves chemistry teaching, this 
structure could be applied to many subject areas.

● Share an example of how you have used contrasting contexts in a 
lesson via this Padlet.

https://youtube.com/embed/7e0Ief5cDPk?start=18
https://edu.rsc.org/event-news/context-based-learning-at-icce2014/2010020.article
https://londonclc.padlet.org/curriculum/71mubmojttkan8h
https://youtube.com/embed/7e0Ief5cDPk?start=18
https://edu.rsc.org/event-news/context-based-learning-at-icce2014/2010020.article
https://londonclc.padlet.org/curriculum/71mubmojttkan8h


4.  Rubrics
Many teachers have found the use of rubrics useful in 
establishing standards and expectations for pupil activities, 
particularly when tasks are shared or work is completed online.

● Watch this video in which Farida explains how helpful it can be to 
involve pupils in the process of creating rubrics. And how this 
might be achieved.

● Read this article (and watch the video) from CU Boulder which 
identifies different levels of scaffolding that may be required for 
co-creating rubrics depending on your students’ needs.

● Create a rubric template or guideline for an upcoming project 
your pupils will be working on.

https://youtube.com/embed/9QdRXBE_yOg?start=21
https://www.colorado.edu/center/teaching-learning/teaching-resources/assessment/assessing-student-learning/rubrics/co-creating-rubrics-students
https://youtube.com/embed/9QdRXBE_yOg?start=21
https://www.colorado.edu/center/teaching-learning/teaching-resources/assessment/assessing-student-learning/rubrics/co-creating-rubrics-students


Thank you for 
completing this course.
Visit blended.org.uk/online-learning to find more 
On Demand courses, or to book a place on one of 
our live CPD sessions.

Follow @LdnCLC or sign up to our newsletter for 
updates on new projects and resources.

https://blended.org.uk/online-learning
https://twitter.com/LdnCLC
https://londonclc.org.uk/

