
In this session CLC’s Rowan Roberts explains how to 
get started with Padlet and suggests some ways it 
could be used by teachers to support blended and 
online learning.



● Padlet is an online tool you can use to create a 
virtual notice board to display information in a 
range of formats.

● It is designed with collaboration in mind, but there 
are settings to help you decide in which ways, if at 
all, visitors can contribute.

● It can be used either in an app and within a 
browser, and works well on most devices that 
might be used for home learning, including 
mobile phones.

● Padlet could be a great way of sharing prompts for 
activities that your pupils can access whether they 
are at home or at school.



● Will pupils themselves be contributing to your 
notice board, or will you just be using it to send out 
activities? 

● How might you keep this safe and sufficiently 
private?

● Who will be able to see your wall? Will it only be 
visible to families or are you happy for it to be 
shared more widely?

● Will you be collaborating with colleagues when 
putting together your Padlet wall?

● How often will you use your wall? It could be 
updated daily, weekly, or on an adhoc basis 
depending on how you intend to use it.



You can find the padlet website either by searching for 
Padlet in any search engine, or visiting padlet.com



To begin creating an account click ‘Sign Up for Free’.



● You’ll then be able to enter your school email 
address and choose a password to get started.

● You can also create an account automatically by 
signing up with an Apple, Google, or Microsoft login, 
particularly useful if you are already using these 
services for your online learning provision.



You’ll then be asked to choose your membership 
package. 

Of course, the Pro membership contains some extra 
benefits - most notably the ability to create as many 
boards as you like. But there’s a lot you can do with a 
Basic membership, and many teachers find it simplest to 
reuse the same boards from one week to the next, so 
we’ll stick the the free version for now.



● Once you’ve selected your membership, you’ll be 
taken to the homepage. 

● To get started on your first Padlet click the pink ‘+ 
Make a Padlet’ button.



Next you’ll be prompted to select a layout for your 
Padlet. We’ll talk about more of these later, but we’re 
going to start with the first example, the ‘Wall’. This 
layout neatly packs your content together 
automatically, but you can rearrange the order once 
you’ve finished posting.



Here’s my new, empty Padlet. You’ll be given a random 
background and title, all of which can be changed.

To do this, click on cog wheel  icon on the top right of 
the page.

This opens the Modify menu.



Within the Modify menu, we can change the title and 
the description of the Padlet, depending on how you 
plan to use it.

You can also change various other elements, such as 
the wallpaper, font, color scheme etc.



One very helpful feature here is the ability to edit the 
address (circled red) to a more user friendly title, making it 
easier to share. For example, I could change  the default link 
address to the word ‘Farms’ which relates to my topic. 

Now once I click the pink ‘SAVE’ Button in the top right 
corner. I should receive a new link for my padlet wall, which 
can be shared more easily.

Clicking on ‘COPY TO CLIPBOARD’ will allow you to paste 
your new link easily when sharing.



There are few ways that your pupils can engage with your Padlet 
wall. However, there are some important things to keep in mind:

- Consider whether you need “attribution” which displays pupil 
names, especially if they are accessing the wall at home or if 
it may be shared outside of your class.

- You may wish to enable comments, where pupils can 
respond to the posts on the wall. This might be to feed back 
on another child’s work or to ask a question about an activity.

- You may consider enabling “Reactions” as a quick way pupils 
can share their opinions 

- You probably want to “Require approval” so you can check post 
are appropriate - note that this doesn’t apply 

- You may wish to “Filter profanity” - though this hopefully won’t 
be necessary.

It may be that you initially use Padlet as a one-way form of 
communication while you get used to it - even without the collaborative 
tools it can be very useful.



Once you’re satisfied with your settings, press the pink 
‘SAVE’ button on the top right hand corner.



Now we’ve done our modifications, we can begin 
posting on our Padlet.

To create a post you can either double click, or press 
the  ‘+’ button on the bottom right hand corner of 
the page.

If you hover over the ‘+’ button, it should change into a pencil with a 
small note telling you different ways which you can post



A small window will appear allowing you to create 
your first post.

You can add a title, then write some text. There is also a 
trash can icon, allowing you to delete the post.



Within your post, you can add various different kinds of 
material relating to your chosen topic.
● You can upload files from your computer
● You can add links to different websites.
● You can search google for relevant content within 

the application.
● You can also take pictures directly using your 

device’s camera.
● Clicking the ellipsis icon will reveal a whole range 

of other ways you can post, such as a doodle 
drawing, a short video, sound or screen recording.



Here you can see how a Padlet begins to look as 
more posts are added.
Something worth noting is the fact that when 
adding a link, Padlet automatically retrieves a 
web graphic, image or video linked to your posts. 

The fact that Padlet can allow pupils to access a 
range of materials with minimal navigation 
makes it accessible to a range of learners.  



This is a canvas format. It gives you the ability to 
arrange posts in any position you like, and also to show 
how they relate to one another using connecting lines. 
It can be used to make your board into a kind of 
interactive diagram, like this one which shows the life 
cycle of a frog.



This is a stream format. In this layout new posts go 
straight to the top to create a kind of timeline. The 
vertical layout makes it easier to display this format on 
smaller devices such as phones. This example shows 
how to might use this for a simple data collection 
activity such as birdwatching.



This is a grid layout. It very similar to the wall layout 
except that posts are organised in horizontal rows, 
which can create a clear and neat way to present 
completed work, like this class gallery example.



The shelf format allows you to add an additional layer of 
organisation to your board by arranging posts into 
different columns, which you can name. This can be 
used to categorise things or to organise the different 
sections of an online learning activity.



A backchannel is design to evoke social media 
platforms. It is similar to the stream in that posts are 
added to a vertical list, but this time new posts appear 
at the bottom. It could be a way to create an informal 
online space in which pupils can keep in touch.



The timeline format is a great way to organise a 
sequence of activities in order to clearly indicate the 
intended progression within an online project or lesson. 
In this case you can see that the final post is a Google 
form exit ticket.



The nice thing about using Google forms in a Padlet is, 
as with videos, a linked form will automatically be 
embedded on the Padlet page. This means pupils can 
complete this type of quick assessment task without 
needing to navigate away from the platform.



The ‘Share’ menu is where you can control how public 
or private to make your Padlet wall. There are four main 
options. 

In this example I chose ‘Secret’, which means no login is 
required to view the page but it can only be found 
through the direct link; ie it can’t be found through a search 
engine. Depending on how you plan to use Padlet, a different 
setting may be appropriate.

Below this you can also decide whether visitors can 
contribute or if they can only read your posts.



There are several Share options, but fundamentally 
they are all just different ways of sharing your unique 
Padlet URL. This might be by simply copying it, 
generating a QR code, or attaching it to an assignment 
within your Google classroom.

If you have chosen the “Secret” privacy setting it’s very 
important that the link or QR code doesn’t fall into the 
wrong hands, particularly if children are posting or 
commenting, so you may wish to avoid sharing via 
social media.



If you are using a free account you will only be able to 
have a limited number of active Padlet walls at a time.
However, when you’ve finished with a wall you can 
export it and its contents in a variety of formats, 
including PDFs with links to any videos or audio. 
Once you’ve exported and saved a wall you can delete 
its posts and start again, potentially allowing you to 
recycle the same walls with the same link and QR code 
over and over again. This could offer a simple way to 
evidence blended learning activities.



If you are finished with your Padlet wall and want to 
make space for a new one, you have the option to 
delete it.

To do this simply head to the ellipsis icon on the top 
right corner of your padlet wall. And head to the 
bottom of the menu and click ‘Delete’.



We hope you found this mini course, part of the CLC 
and IBM’s BlendEd programme, useful. Keep an eye on 
the BlendEd website for more courses and resources.

https://www.educationdevelopmenttrust.com/
https://londonclc.org.uk/
https://www.ibm.com/uk-en

